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SONNET 1. 2 increase progeny. 2 rore Not only is the rose a conven- |
tional symbol of beauty and truth, but it is commonly used in Renaissance |
love poetry to stand for evanescent beauty, which is lost forever as the i
petals fall. 5 the riper . . . decease the mature “creature” die in due i
course of time. 4 tender young, immature. 5 contracted betrothed. *
6 self-substantial composed of your own substance. 9 ornament that ' |
which beautifies. 10 only chief, gaudy gay, festive (not used in any
pejorative sense). 11 thy content (a.) your prospects for joy (b) what you
consist of, all that you are. 12 tender churl dear young miser, maft’st 
• • • riiggarding destroy (all that you consist of) by hoarding it (like a

.0 churl or miser). the world’s due that to which the world is entitled ■? 
— propagation of the species.

7 ■

P SONNET 2.' /-“a besiege thy . . .'beauty's field The metapRor 
practice of warfare. The “trenches” are, of course, the wrinkles of old age. 
J proud gorgeous, livery outward appearance, uniform. ./ weed gar­
ment. 6 lusty full of life and spirit. 9 deserv’d . . . use would the 

' investment (use) of your beauty have deserved (since it would have ii 
yielded you children), ii sum my account pay my debt (to nature). tnaAe 
. . . excuse defend me ^gainst accusations^that I h^ve wajted my beauty) 
when I am old. ”
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