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ufijCV “”*^ *’‘® f°l’°wing sonnet the poet plays on various
_ Mmeanings of the word ‘'Will” (a) his own name, and possibly the name of 

’’K *lady’s husband (b) lust or carnal desire 
• wilfulness, volition (d) the male or female genitals. Where the word is

. O::tp«P“alized in the present text it is both capitalized and italicized in Q. 
r U'iiA.Tti ' 1 °°°\ addition. WiZZ in overplus an extra Will. Perhaps the poet

-y means himself, the others being his friend and the lady’s husband.
3 still always. 4 To thy .. . addition thus adding myself to what you 
sweetly desire. 6 vouchsafe consent, hide . . . thine i.e. grant me ful- 

y !/ i filment of my sexual desires. 9 still continually. . i} unkind refusal 
/ (on your part), fair beseechers legitimate pleaders. 14 Think all . . .
\ consider all your "Wills” as one corporate lover, and include me

3'*>^.)+-*n that one "Will”-all the meanings of the word apparently being 
i-ff present in this final example of it.

SONNET 136. I check rebuke.
to your sexuality (b) come so close to your beS. 2 blind soul deliber” 
ately unsemng soul (which should protect the lady’s chastity). j will 
carnal desire, admitted allowed to enter, there in your bedchamber. 
4 fulfil grant. 5—6 Will will . . . will one The lines are coarsely sexual 
in their playing on the various meanings of "will.” 7 receipt capacity. 
prove know from experience. 8 Among . . . none a single item in a large 
quantity is not considered significant. 9 untold uncounted. zo Though 

I do increase the total number of your lovers. 
hold me regard me as of no consequence, so it please 

- thee so long as^it pleases thee to. my name i.e. will, in the sense of 
/ / # desire. J4 f^ because.-^

Whoever hath her wish, thou hast th 
An

ill.
ill to hn^t and WrH-i

Morel tna I th
To thylsweet'will ir __
JWilfc^thou, whose will i afge and spaciou. 
Not once vouchsafe to hide my will in thine?

all will in others seem right gracious 
nd in my will no fair acceptance shine? 
he sea, all water) yet receives rain stilf' 

d in abundance addeth to his store;
OU, being rich in Will, add to thy 

jpil^will of mine to make thy large Willjmor 
t no unldnd no fair f^seecher 
ink ail but'dne, and me in that one \jVill 

' (9^

additionThiis-.

1

thy soul^cl^c^hee that I comeiso ne 
to thy blind soul that I was thyfWill, 

 

} (Ahd will, thy soul knows, is adrnkted there 
*) ^^us far for love{my love-suit, swegt/fulfil.

[ill will fuilfil the tr^ast^jMlKy^loyg,^
ij, fill it full with wills, and my will^m^ 
things of great receipt with ease yve prove^^ 

iiong a numbeij'’'onys Ct

^must be;

et me pa
ough in th______

^^or nothingAioi<rme?fe
That notningme, a soroething,^sw^Oto thee.

Make biit my name thy love, and love that still, • 
And then thou lovest me for my name is Will.
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