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SONNET 68.
now i.e. in their natural colours (unaided by cosmetics).
iair illegitimate appearances of beauty, born Q: “borne,” which is mean
ingful in the sense of “worn.” The modern differentiation in the spelling 
of the two words was unknown in Shakespeare’s day. 6 The right of. '
sepulchres which should rightfully belong in the grave. Wigs were made r 
from hair taken from dead bodies, 9 holy antique hours blessed former

les. II green foliage. 15 store pteseiy/e. 14 Art 'ITiy antithesh ’ 
.Art andjNy^e was consientional in Renaissance poetry.

ONNET 67. / with infection in an age of corruption^full of the evils 
listed in the previous sonnet). 2 grace adorn, make beautiful. 4 lace 
embellish. y false painting the use of cosmetics (common among Eliza

bethan gallants). 6 dead seeing lifeless appearance. Some editors read 
y‘seeming,” a plausible emendation, of from. 7 poor inferior, indirectly 

rtificially, by imitation. S Roses of shadow mere pictures of roses.
IO Why should . . , lively veins why should he continue to live since 

1 bankrupt Nature is now so poorly supplied with blood That she cannot 
produce blushes by means of living veins (but must resoit to cosmetics)? 

-J' 11-12 For she . . . his gains ior Nature has no supply of beauty other than 
although she boasts of many beautiful persons, she subsists only 

\ /^pon his beauty. The implication of this obscure metaphor is that Nature 
y uses his friend’s beauty to adorn tEF otK’e'f~Freatures'T)f whom she is 

pt^^^roud; what beauty they have is merely a copy of his. 75 stores pre
serves. 14 these last so bad these present evil days, j
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