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SONNET 69. 1-2 Those parts .'. . can mend your outward features as 
they are seen by the world are so perfect that the deepest thoughts of men 

. cannot improve upon them. 5 due capell; q: end. 4 Utt ring . .
^commend expressing no more than the bare truth (in the way that enemies 

^5* would praise, giving no more than the absolute due). 5 Thy outwar
your merely external (capell; q: “Their outward"), outward praise 
superficial praise by mere outsiders. 6"7hini 6wn what is due you.
7 accents words, expressions, con/ound destroy, contradict. 8 shown 
seen. 10 in guess as they interpret (thy deeds). ii churls misers (in 
their praise). /./ soil (a.} ground from which this springs (b) sully, 
blemish, dost common grow i.e. associate with base companions.

J i .

s6nnet 70. / art benson; q: “are.” defect fault. 2 marft target, was 
ever yet has always been. 5 So thou be provided that you are. approve 
prove. _^6 Thy Mea.e:. Q: “Their.” being woo'd of time since it (Ay 
worth) is tempted by the evil persons of our age. y canker vice vice which 
preys on beauty like a canker, a worm which feeds on rosebuds. 8 prime de^-:
youth. 9-/0 Thou hast . . . being charg’d That this is inconsistent with 
the sonnets which have gone before has bothered critics, but we cannot be 
Jsure of the order in which the poems were written, charg’d attacked.
11-12 Yet this . . . enlarg’d yet the reputation you have earned cannot be 
so effective as to silence malice (envy) which is always rampant (enlargd).
75 suspect suspicion, mask'd not thy show did not obscure your beautiful 
appearance. 14 Then thou . . . shouldst owe then you would be unique, 
as a king who has the .lQ)(alty of every one of his subjects, owe own. . , 
possess.
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.i^^hey look imo the beauty of thy paii^. ( ^‘.4 '
that in guess they measure by thy deeds; 10

Ap- I Then, churls, their thoughts (Although their eyes were , 
kir^~' ' J—

-^^To thy fait/floWer add th^rankksmell of weeds; 
why thy odour n>atcheth not thy show,

Y . The 'soil is this — th^t thou dost common grow.

’ blam’d shall not be thy de
' For^an^j^Tnark^^s ever^et_ym fair;

om^e^ofbeauty i/yus^^ 
pr { A^ovlthat flies'inhgaygn’iSSwe^^ air.

■So^iou be goodc^^ndCT^otEJuLapprove
Ahe great ing^gxyl^f time; 1 ' 

ir canker vice the'sweet/si buds doth love, 

Mjd thou present’st a'pure un^air^d prme.' 
Q^u hast pass’d byZhela^^u^ol^oungbays, 
gither not affiail’d,/or .vjckQ^ being charg d; 
Yet this thypra|s^annoTBe so thy praise 
To tie up Avy\ CTermore enlarg’d. a. s

If some(ms|y^^f ill m^sk’'^tSiot~thy show,' 
^Uen thou albne kingdmn^ of hearts shouldst owe, 

' '/'it

Those pa'rts of thee that the world’s eye doth view *'
Want nothing that the thought of. liearts'can mend. 9 , f 
All upnguesVthe voice of souls) giye thee that due, 
Utt’rin^'barqirinh, even so as^eycommend. ' *' 

s with outward praise isi crowi’ 
rdngties that give thee so tl

In otherfaccqnts ^b this praise confound
_,By seeing fartlier than the eye hath shown.
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