
SONNET 123. 2 pyramids obelisks, memorial cmumns. Various attempts 
have been made to identify the specific memorials referred to and thus to 
date the sonnet. Some suggestions include those brought to Rome by Pope 
Sixtus V around 1585 and those erected to celebrate the entry of King 
James I into London on March 15, 1604. 4 dressings . . . sight imitations 
of what has been seen before. 5 dates lives, admire wonder at. 6 foist 
. . . old pass off on us as new that is really old. 7 make . . . desire regard 
them as newly created to our taste, p registers historical records. 1/ thy 
records . . . doth lie both the records of the past and what we see in the 
present misrepresent reality. 12 Made more . . . continual haste ap
pearing either disproportionately large or small because of the rapidity 
with which you (Time) move, ja true faithful.

^NNET 124. J dear love sincere passion (for his friend), jhe child of 
sfate controlled by either (a) political circumstances or (b) the’ wealth and 
position of the loved one. 2 for . . . unfather’d as merely the bastard
of Fortune be without a real father. 5-4 As subject . . . flowers 
gather’d If his love were merely the bastard of Fortune, the poet is saying, 
it would be subject to Time’s whims, a weed among weeds when Time 
hated it or a flower among flowers when Time loved it. 5 accident 
chance occurrence. 6 suffers not does not deteriorate. 7 thralled op
pressive. 8 Whereto . . . calls to which the temptations of our time ex
pose us all. p Policy political cunning, expediency. 10 Which works 
. . . hours which operates only in terms of short-range considerations 
(whereas love is eternal). 11 hugely politic supremely prudent. Love is 
the only true "policy.” 12 That it nor since it neither, grows . . . 
show’rs i.e. is affected by fair weather or by foul. 27 fools of time time
servers, subject to the control of time. 14 Which die . . . for crime 
Allusion to specific malefactors who died repentant has been suspected in 
the line. Various suggestions have included the Earl of Essex and his fol
lowers, the perpetrators of the Gunpowder Plot, Catholic priests executed 

and 1595, and the dramatists Marlowe, Peele and Greene.
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No, Time, thou shall t boast that I do changel 
"^ith newer might^’>
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What thou dost foist upon us that is old^

And rather make thenjbornJto our desir
Thar\ think that we before have heard then(i told.

Not wonl^ing at the present nor the pjist;
For thy^^rdrand what we^e^ doth 1 
Made^orgorQes^by thy continual ha;

This I do vow, aruljhis-slial be
thee.
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lion calls.

I will be true, d^piteyhy ^Cvthela

'red hours,


