
methinks are capell; q: “me thinkes y’are.'
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111. I with q; "wish.” chide quarrel. 2 0/ responsi-
4 public means thc-B€€csSityTo~appear in public (as an actor).

5 brand stigma.

SONNET 
ble for.
public manners breeds gives rise to vulgar manners^ 5 brand stigma. 
6-7 And almost . . . dyer’s hand and because of that my nature, like the 
dyer s hand, is almost coloured by the material it must work with. S 
renew d cleansed. 10 eysell vinegar (prescribed by some physicians to 
prevent the plague). 11-12 No bitterness . . . correct correction 1 will 
consider no bitter remedy to be bitter and I will undergo double penance 
to cure my ill behaviour.

P

1 th’ impression fill remove the scar. 2 uu/gar com
mon. stamp d . . . brow The allusion is to the branding of criminals 
upon the forehead. 5 calls . . . ill gives me a good reputation or a bad 
one. 4 So you . . . good allow so long as you cover over what is bad in 
me and acknowledge what is good. To “o’er-green” is to cover a bare spot 
of ground with grass, y-8 None else ... or wrong no other person exists 

/N can change my fixed sense of what is either right or wrong. This is the 
T ' general meaning of these obscure lines which have been much debated 

and often emended. p profound deep. 10 voices opinions, adder’s 
sense deaf ears. The adder was believed to be deaf. 12 Mark how . . . 
do dispense see how I excuse my refusal to hear (other people’s opinions). 
ly strongly , . . bred firmly centered in all my thoughts and concerns.
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fVouiMove and pity doth th’ impression fill '\vvw;,4Xt*’'=’ 
'i Whicl^ulgar scandal stampy upon my browj^i 
For/v/h^ qare I who calls mefwell^r jll.^

, SoTyoi^i^r^eep^y bad, my gooc^^ll^P'/t'

To know my'&mes and praisps from you^^ngue 
(None)else tojne, nor-1 to'noneialive,, 
2^hm my'steel’^ sense^or):hanges righT^^onf;

! In^so profound abysm I thrtjw'aikcare 
others’ voices that my adder’s^n^

To critic and to flattereY s^Sp^d are..___ _
- j^A'how with my n(\gl,ect 1 dtgdispense: 

\^u are so strongly inhny purposeUjrjA 
^^al(all the world besides methinks*^re dead.

111'
sak^o^ ?rUW^£^hide,

S’^’ guilty _ harmful deeds,
t did nortittcr life provide 
n public means wliich public mannersTbr^^sV 
;nce comes it that/my nan^e receivesjaibran^J.^^

And almost thenfce my nature is subdu’d 
To what it works jtrrtf^ theidytef s 
^i^ihe re
liyhilst, /ike a,wilWgpatienpJ^ilQrink 
Inions of^seip^^dB^^gyfstrong in^£li^ 

bitterness that I^ill^.itter th^k, _£xQj 
Ndkdouble pen^jtfexS^r^^cort^ctjg^d 

, ^TTO^e, then, ^^r fri^nd^nd I assure' ye 
XEVm thaf^^u/picy is mough to cure me.


