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SONNET 45. I two i.e. elements, mght insubstantial. 4 jnesent-absent 
now here, now there. 5 quicker more lively. •] four four elements. 8 
melancholy supposedly caused by an excess of water and earth in the 
body, p life’s composition the proper balance of the four elements which 
make up life, recured restored to health. 10 swift messengers i.e. letters, 
which the poet presumably has received from his friend. // even but 
now at this very moment. 12 thy malone; q: “their.”

PPe'eiiyeii,

SONNET 46. The sonnet supposes a ^egal <i)n'feV^-between the poet’s eye 
and his heart. The notion is a commonplace of Renaissance love poetry. 
I mortal deadly. 2 conquest (a) booty won in battle (b) goods awarded
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'result of a lawsuit, thy sight the sight of you — your portrait. 5 
Mine eye . . . would bar my eye seeks to deny my heart the sight of your 

' picture, thy capell; q: “their.” Also in lines 8, 13 and 14. 4 freedom
2^*^ privilege of exercising. 6 closet secret, locked up place, with by.

f crystal clear, penetrating. 9 ’cide decide (malone; q: “side,” which has 
been defended as meaning “settle” dr "arrange’’), title question of.j>w«eE- 
ship. 10 quest inquest, jury. 12 moiety share (not necessaji 
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a half).
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‘^^■Mine eye and heart are a£a_morta,l]wa2^-
to^ivide £he coi^qu^t of thy sight;,

Mine eye my hearjt.thy picture’s sight would baiv’-jA (p )
My heart mine eye the freedom of that right, < ’ .

heart doth plead that thou in lym ^os^/lig^ 5^'*'’'-^^

V closet never pierc’d with crystal eye^T"“ Sx'-’.,.,*- -
But the defenSant dothdhat plea^enyJr^^-><^•
And says in him thy(fair appearance lies. ’“Oi^
"Pp^jjg this-title; is impanneled

,^^^r^jesA of thoughts, all tenants to the heart 
Andoy theiy verdict is determined 
The clear eye’s moi^y and the dea 

As thus —jnine eye’s due is^hy c 
And^my heart’iright^thy i
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y The other two, slight-air and purging
' Are both with thee, wherever I abide; - ...^ '

hiy thought, the ether my desire,?
These presen^bsejati^th swift motion^Hid^-^ , 

£ FOTy*‘fe««,dhe8€’'^icker elements are goi^
f I IrrantJej^^mbassy of love to thger-'^'^ < |v Ur

b Mylifeffeeing made_pf fe^ with twa'alone neaPk

£ ginks yioi^td death, oppress'd with melanchdly;
Until life’s compo^tiod^^gjgcured

C. s' " By those swift messengers p^turn’d fro: 
,h -^ho even but now come back again, 

f thy^fairftfStH, re^unting it to me.
; toidF^o^ but then no longer glad.
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