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SONNET 12. I count the clock count the hours as they are 
clock, tells (a) reveals (b) counts. 2 brave magnificent, radiant. 
prime faded. sable black, all malone; q: “or.” 6 erst formerly.
7 summer’s green i.e. the grain, which is conceived of as bom on the 
harvest carts in bound-up sheaves like dead men being; carried to their 
graves. 8 bristly beard This may suggest barley, p question make con
sider, speculate about. 10 the wastes of time those things which time 
destroys. ii themselves forsake cease to be what they formerly were, 
deteriorate with time. 12 others other “sweets and beauties.” ij Time’s 
scythe The conventional symbol of Time w'ith his scythe supports and 
echoes the reaping image of lines 7-8. iq breed children, brave defy.

« bestow’st which while you are young you put out to gain interest.
f convertest turn away. y Herein by this course of action, 7 the times 

the succeeding generations of men. 9 store breeding, replenishment. 
TO barrenly without children. ii Look whom whomever (a common

( , Elizabethan idiom). Z2 bounteous gift (a) generous gift (b) gift of 
bounty, of ability to procreate, in bounty by being prolific. ij seal 
engraved stamp used to make impressions in wax. iq copy original, 
archetype, from which copies are made (as in “printer’s copy”).

SONNET 11. 1-2 As fast . .’. thou departesP asfast you decline (in 
old age) .so fast shall you grow, in the form of your child, toward the 
^eak (of youthful beauty) from which you are declining. 5 which . . .
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Thou shmHdst|pi^t let that^^ di^

from that which thou depart^ 
;sh blood whichyyoun^y thou

Thou mayst call thine when thou ^rom 
vertest. ILX

Herein lives wisdom, beauty, and increase;
Without this,^lly, age, and cold decay.,. > 

all were minded so, the times shoult^ease, 
direest^ore year would make the world

7 ' YT .Pt those whom Nature hath not made foiystore^
arsh, featureless, and rude^barrenlv^p££|^S^^ 
00k whom she best endow’d she gave jthe thoreyj Ch

2 Win3rbp«ofSbus gift thoujjKjiildst in bounty ch^iSlsy^
> ■ She dary^thee for bergetil Jand meant thereby. ”

hen lllo(c6unjtKe clgck that, tells th^im^
’ And see the byave i^tiy^sunk in hid^ou^ighl/ l •

When 1 behold the violet past prime
And sabl& curls all .silver’d o’er with white, " ' ’ '^*^5
When lofty trees I see barren of leaves, 73 f 5f 5, ,

did canoT^ the hero.—.o p, 
TTgii-ded iin in sheaves'T~iir»«i)d?^~^*’**^ -

hen of thy beauty do , __
That tljQli among the^asterofftiS^must go,
Since pwee^ and beautiesT

<—And pie ^fast as they see . ,
And notfiing^ainst;’Time^s scythe can make(^feiy;

‘ Q Save breed, io brave him whenj^t^kes thee hence.
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